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- Caring for pets
opp tunities fc

Pets teach
children
responsibility
commitment and
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* Approximately 6

- of New Zealand
k nouseholds have at
east one pet

e NZ has one of the
nighest proportion
of pets in the world




regls’rered_ln NZ

e More than one cat
per household in NZ

SO even if you have
no pets your children
are likely to meet
pets in other places







» 80% of children
bitten by dogs are
bitten Iin their own or
a friend’s home

e even the best dog
or cat may bite or
scratch, especially if
frightened




acause . .

» kids are
~ unpredictable
with animals

» dogs and cafs
may not
QppreCiOTe
being hugged,
cuddled or
poked



think about how young children‘
behave . ..



ergghng crying
’rhey smell and

behave differently ’ro
~ adulfs

SPEA



y

aren pertween
the ages of two
and four are
crawling and
learning to walk



rooching dogs

K playing with dogs - dress
Uup

e particularly with dogs
they have grown up with




members of your dog’s
‘oack’

e pack rank is es’roblished

members

e babies and young children
cannot establish a superior
position in the pack



try to di ne
ldren OWIs or nips
squeals, screams or
sudden movements
may trigger a dog’s
predatory instincts
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- (-4 -
- teach your dog that i

Y'S §gxog last - N
once all the humans

have eaten
(» ‘ _

* youngest human pack “Ill"?\
member (within reason) ‘\f‘
controls the food m

e ensure the dog is last

9 ap a0

through any doorways

e never let a dog sit upstairs

or uphill of anyone SP@'IA



-aontc low

avoid games that
reward strength

give the dog it's own
space



oraise the ¢ og in the
presence of the baby

e feed the dogin the
presence of the baby

* take walks together



Have ’rhe\?bdby’é room olready sé’r_ u
zone for pets

e Have routines established for your pet
— Mealtimes
— Exercise

— Together time



/
* meeting dogs

friend|

* basic rules

e warning signs




If 1 ner is preser

" If OK, offer the dog the
back of your hand to smell

* Always approach from
the side, never from behind

* |If the dog appears relaxed,
stroke under it's chin or on
it's chest



- avoid approact

« Alone - with no o
present

1Tl

* fled up

e sleeping

* eafing

e playing with a toy
* unknown

e working



hair rising on back

narrowed eyes
eqars back

stiff ‘tail wagging

SPEA



put your hands behind your bc

* turn your head and avoid eye contact



try to epmeol and play
time steady for the cat

e give the cat as much
attention as possible

e infroduce the caft to the
new baby while holding
the baby in your arms




* _never leave the cat
- and the baby alone

always close the
nursery door or

install a flyscreen door
to baby’s room




e always wash hands
thoroughly after
handling pets or their
droppings

e worm pets regularly,
vaccinate annually
and treat for fleas




e adjust bé’r’rer to serious illness

* are less afraid



_ i‘\ “ _

“ companionship,
self-esteem and
good health




* pbaby'’s arrival is well-
managed

* routines are changed
well beforehand

e peftslearn to associate
baby with positive
experiences







